Evaluation of a combination of tiletamine and zolazepam as an anesthetic for ferrets.
A combination of equal parts by weight of tiletamine hyrochloride and zolazepam hydrochloride was evaluated clinically in 12 adult male ferrets. Two dosage levels of 12 mg/kg and 22 mg/kg were evaluated. Both doses produced excellent immobilization, the length of which was dose dependent. However, only the higher dose consistently produced good muscle relaxation. Excessive pain upon infection was not noted nor was residual lameness evident. Electrocardiagraphically, notching of the QRS complex was noted at both doses. Anesthesia with poor analgesia occurred at the lower dose, while ferrets receiving the higher dose showed more variability in the degree of analgesia. It was concluded that this combination administered intramuscularly provided excellent immobilization, variable muscle relaxation and a generally smooth induction and recovery. At the higher dose, analgesia was adequate for minor surgical procedures of short duration.